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A product such as a display includes a lirsi substrate on 
which array circuitry and multiplexer circuitry are formed 
and also includes one or more integrated circuit (IC) struc- 
tures attached to the first substrate. The array circuitry 
includes N data lines, each driven by multiplexed signals, 
where N is greater than 32. The multiplexer circuitry pro- 
vides the multiplexed signals in respoase to analog drive 
signals from P analog input leads and multiplexer control 
signals from Q control leads, where P is less than N but not 
less than 32 and where Q is less than N but nol less than N/P. 
Each of R IC structures can includes a single crystal 
substrate, each with digilal-to-analog converting (DAC) 
circuitry, where R is greater than zero. Each substrate has a I 
least S analog output leads, where S is not less than 32. 
Together, the R IC structures have T analog output leads, 
where T is greater than P, and each of the P analog input 
leads is paired with and connected to one of the T analog 
output leads. The array circuitry and multiplexer circuitry 
can include polysilicon thin-film transistors (TFTs) on a 
glass substrate. The IC structure can be attached to (he glass 
substrate tising tape -automated bonding (TAB) or chip-on- 
glass (COG) techniques. This architecture makes it possible 
to use commercially available DAC ICs and significantly 
reduces the number of external chips required to drive the 
array as the number of pixels in the array increases. 
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DISPLAY WITH ARRAY AND MULTIPLEXER signal. FIG. 8 shows timing for the circuitry in FIG. 3, 

ON SUBSTRATE AND WITH ATTACHED showing the RAMP line as an analog signal. FIG. 9 shows 

DIGITAL-TO-ANALOG CONVERTER a chop ramp technique for gray scale conversion. 

INTEGRATED CIRCUIT HAVING MANY Lewis, EP-A 0 540 163. describes switched capacitor 

OUTPUTS 5 analog circuits constructed from polysilicon (poly -Si) TFFs 

and thin film capacitors (TFCs). The circuits can be fabri- 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION cated on large area substrates and integrated with, for 

example, flat panel displays, pagewidth optical scan arrays, 

The prescnl invention relates to circuitry for driving data or pagewidth printheads. The analog switched capacitor 

lines of an array formed on a substrate. circuits can be used to form data drivers, including sampling 

Malsueda, v., Ashizawa, M., Aruga, S., Ohshima, H., and ampliliers and digiial-to-anaiog converters (DACs) lor 

Morozumi, S., "Defect-Free Active-Matrix LCD with AMLCDs. As shown and described in relation to FIGS. 5-9. 

Redundant Poly-Si TFT Circuit," SID 89 Digest^ Vol. XX, switched capacitor amplifiers settle with cycle times well 

1989, pp. 238-241, describe a liquid crystal display (LCD) below 60 /js, the approximate line time available for a 

in which an active matrix includes scanning lines and data 15 conventional TV resolution AMLCD; in addition, the ampli- 

lines formed on a substrate. As shown in FIG. 1, Y-drivers fiers respond with good linearity and without clipping. As 

for the scan lines are formed on the same substrate, along shown and described in relation to FIGS. 10-13 B, all 

two opposite sides of the active matrix. X-drivers for the thin-film charge redistribution DACs can be constructed for 

data lines are also formed on the same substrate, along the AMLCD data driving or other apphcations. As shown and 

other two sides of the active matrix. As described at page 20 described in relation to FIGS, 14A and 14B, an array of 

238 in relation to FIG. 1, the X-drivers can include two shift video sampling amplifiers with polysilicon TFT components 

registers, 16 video lines, and a 1280 TFT array controlled by can be used to drive the data Unes of an AMLCD. As shown 

the shift registers. Each video tine can be divided into eight and described in relation to FIGS. 15A and 15B, a display 

parallel lines to provide a data input frequency at which TFT driver architecture can use DACs implemented entirely in 

circuitscanoperate. As shown in FIG. 1, each of the parallel 25 TFTs and TFCs» with a multiplexer at the output of each 

lines is connected to a TFT of every eighth data line. DAC, allowing each DAC to drive several lines by switch - 

Ue, S. N., Stewart, R. G., Ipri, A.. Jose, D., and Lipp, S., the DAC output between the data fines. 

"FAM 13.5: A 5x9 Inch Polysilicon Gray-Scale Color Head SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Do\Nn Bi&vX^y Chip'' 1990 IEEE Mermtional Solid-State ™ . • .1 . • • 

r-- r n * r-r i • in -t nnn Tnc invention addresses problems that arisc in providmti 

Circuits Conference Digest of Technical Papers, 1990, pp. 30 , , . . , ^ , . / . . ^ 

-ior» -.-.1 J "tm 1 -L J- 1 • L- u ■ data drive signals to an active matrix array ol cucuitry 

220-221 and 301, describe a display in which .scanning r j l 

, , . . ■ , * J * 1 1.1 -.u rormed on a substrate, 

electronics can be integrated onto a glass plate along with ^ . , ^^^^ 

pixel switching transistors. Both data-line and select-line ^ two-dimensional (2D) array, for example, can include 

driver circuits can be fabricated on a glass substrate along ^^^^^ conductive lines extending m pequndicular 

with polysilicon thin-film transistors. As shown and 35 directions. Each fine extending m one direction can provide 

described in relation to FIG. 2, fully-redundant data scanners ^^Snals to a column of the array; each line extending in 

are at the top of array and select scanners are on left and ^^^^^^^^^ P^°^^^^ ^^g"^^^ ^ »he array, 

right. As shown and described in relation to FIG. 3, gray- Conventionally, each row-column position in a 2D array 

s^ale data scanners partitioned into registers driven from a includes circuitry, sometimes called a "cell,*' that responds 

bus have 25 leads connected to the inputs of four 20-stage 40 signals on the lines for the cell's row and column 

shift registers that are driven by four external clocks sepa- combination. Through one set of parallel Unes, illustratively 

rated by 90 degrees. A chop ramp scanning technique can ^^^^^^ "data lines," each cell receives signals that determine 

handle the 32 gray levels color display requirement, with state. Through the other set of parallel lines, illustratively 

each data line driven by a transmission gate controUed by the ^^^^^^ "scan lines," each cell along a scan line receives a 

output of a 5-bit counter. As shown and described in relation 45 ^]^^^^ ^^at enables the cell to receive signals from its data 
to FIG. 4, a five-bit gray .scale counter is associated with the 

data scanner circuitry. During a first line period, a 5-bil gray ^n conventional arrays, each scan line provides a periodic 
scale code for each pixel is loaded into the data shift scan signal that enables a component in each cell connected 
registers. At the end of the line period, the data is transferred the scan fine to receive a signal from its data line during 
from the shift register latches to the counien;. During a 50 a brief time interval of each cycle. Therefore, tight synchro- 
second line period, a master data bus is ramped by a low nization of the scan signals with signals on the data lines is 
impedance driver from OV to 5V, as shown in FIGS. €a and critical to successful array operation. Tight synchronization 
€b. The master data fine ramp is always the same and does in turn requires that the driving signals to the data lines be 
not contain any image information. The analog information pnDvided with precise timing. 

presented to the data lines depends entirely on the contents 55 One way to obtain precisely timed data drive signals is to 

of their counters. The counter clock increments all data line provide an external input lead for each data line. Groups of 

ctmnlers, and whenever each counter reaches a count of external input leads can then be connected by tape auto- 

11111, it sets the control-latch flip-flop to turn off the mated bonding (TAB) to circuitry thai is external to the 

transmission gate. This chop ramp scanning circuit can substrate. For example, the external circuitry can include, for 

achieve accurate, uniform 32 step digital-to-analog 60 each data line, a DAC implemented in single crystal cir- 

conversion, and integration of the scanning circuitry can cuitry. This approach requires a large number of TAB 

reduce the number of input leads. The data line driving connections, however, and fails whenever one of the TAB 

circuitry includes only one analog input line, referred to as connections fails mechanically. In addition, the large nura- 

a ramp line. The ramp line provides a ramp signal to a ber of TAB connections precludes a small, high performance 

channel lead of every transfer gate TFT. For each data line's 65 display such as a projection display. 

TFT, a counter is connected between the shift register and The above-described article by Matsueda el al. exempli- 

the TFTs gate to ensure that each data line receives only its fies another approach that is used in conventional poly-Si 
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TFT AMLCDs. In this approach, each of ra analog input 
lines provides a data drive signal to every mth data line, and 
the data drive signals arc sampled under control of a shift 
register that is integrated on the substrate. In this shift 
register sampling approach, each analog input line has an 5 
external input lead for receiving a data drive signal from one 
of m DACs on a board external to the substrate. The analog 
input lines and the shift register input leads are connected to 
a driver board through a flex connector. 

The shift register sampling approach is problematic, 
however, because the time available for charging a data line 
is short, so that accurate voltage sampling is difBcult, 
precluding accurate gray scale rendition. In addition, the 
clock rale required for the shift register can be very high. 
These problems become worse as the display pixel count 15 
increases. 

The problems with shift register sampling can be allevi- 
ated by increasing m, the number of analog input lines. But 
one external DAC is normally required for each analog input 
hne. Therefore, each additional analog input line increases 
the external system complexity and also increments the total 
chip count. 

As a result of these problems, the shift register sampling 
approach is limited to low performance, low resolution 
applications such as portable televisions. 

The above-described article by Lee et al. exemplifies yet 
another approach used in conventional poly-Si TFT AML- 
CDs. In this approach, non-linear ramp DACs are integrated 
on the glass substrate with the active matrix. As a result, 

30 

digital input can be used, offering the potential of very good 
image uniformity, 

Lewis, EP-A 0 540 163, described above, illustrates a 
similar approach that integrates non-linear switched capaci- 
tor DACs on the glass substrate with the active matrix. This 
approach also allows digital input. 

The integrated DAC approaches share several drawbacks; 
First, the integrated drivers must be very complex, impact- 
ing yield and design times; second, poly-Si TFT perfor- 
mance is not as good as single crystal MOSFET 
performance, so that DACs are harder to design for poly-Si 
devices; third, each of the integrated DAC approaches 
requires many high voltage digital input lines, each with its 
own external amplifier; and finally, cell density is limited 
because DACs become longer as spacings between data 
hnes decrease. 

In addition, the ramp DAC approach uses a counter to 
generate a digital pulse whose width is controlled by the 
input data. This pulse activates a pass gate that transfers an 
external ramp voltage to the data line until the counter output 50 
goes low. The ramp voltage at this time then remains stored 
dynamically in the data line and can be transferred to the 
cells. The ramp DAC circuitry is thus largely digital, making 
the total device count high although the corresponding gate 
oxide area is moderate. 55 

The switched capacitor DAC approach uses conventional 
charge sharing with non-linearly spaced reference voltages. 
The charge sharing scheme requires analog amplifiers and 
capacitors, both of which are much more expensive in terms 
of gale dielectric area than digital TFTs. eo 

The invention is based on the discovery of a technique 
that avoids the problems with the conventional approaches 
described above. The technique provides array circuitry and 
multiplexer circuitry on a substrate. The technique also 
provides one or more integrated circuit (IC) structures 65 
attached to the substrate. Each IC structure includes a single 
crystal substrate with digital-to-analog circuitry that has at 
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least 32 analog output leads and relatively few digital input 
channels, such as between 1 and 3 input channels. The single 
crystal substrate can be a commercially available DAC chip, 
receiving digital drive signals on a relatively small number 
of lines and providing analog drive signals on a relatively 
large number of lines. Currently available chips have, for 
example, three digital input channels, each a 6-bil or 8-bit 
channel, and 192, 201, or 240 analog output channels. 

The technique avoids the need to integrate DACs on the 
same substrate as the array, while al the same time requiring 
only a small number of inexpensive, commercially available 
DAC chips. The technique thus provides an elegant but 
simple solution to the above-described problems with the 
conventional approaches. 

The technique is applicable to array circuitry with N data 
lines, where N is greater than 32. Each data line has M units 
of cell circuitry, where M is greater than zero. Each data line 
also has a drive input lead in the multiplexer region. For each 
data line, the multiplexer has a drive output lead connected 
for providing multiplexed signals to the data line's drive 
input lead. 

The multiplexer circuitry also has P analog input leads for 
receiving input analog drive signals from the single crystal 
substrates, where P is less than N but 32 or more. The 
multiplexer also has Q multiplexer control leads, where Q is 
not less than NIP. The muhiplexer control leads can receive 
control signals either from circuitry external the substrate or 
from circuitry that is also integrated on the substrate. 

Each of R integrated circuit structures can have a single 
crystal substrate, where R is greater than zero. DAC cir- 
cuitry is formed at the surface of each single crystal substrate 
with each substrate having at least S analog output leads, 
where S is not less than 32. The DAC circuitry provides an 
analog drive signal on each analog output lead in response 
to a digital drive signal received by the DAC circuitry from 
digital input leads. The amplitude of the analog drive signal 
varies with a value indicated by the digital drive signal. 
Together, the integrated circuit structures have T analog 
output leads, where T is not less than P, so that each of the 
P analog input leads of the multiplexer circuitry is paired 
with and connected to one of the T analog output leads. 

Each integrated circuit structure can be attached to the 
substrate so that its single crystal substrate is near the 
multiplexer circuitry. This can be accomplished, for 
example, using TAB connection or chip on glass (COG) 
mounting. As a result, batch processes can form the con- 
nections between the substrate and the multiplexer circuiirV; 
so that all connections can be formed quickly. 

Each integrated circuit structure can include a tape that is 
attached to the substrate and includes lines for connecting to 
the analog input leads. A single crystal substrate can be 
mounted on the tape. The R integrated circuit structures 
together can provide input analog drive signals to the P 
analog input leads through the P lines. 

Or the integrated circuit structure can include a single 
crystal IC connected to pads on the substrate. The single 
crystal substrate can provide input analog drive signals to 
the analog input leads through the pads. 

The array circuitry and multiplexer circuitry could be 
fabricated using poly-Si TFTs or other suitable TFTs formed 
on any appropriate substrate. For example, thin-film cir- 
cuitry could be formed on an insulating substrate such as 
glass. The data lines could be aluminum. 

The substrate with array circuitry and muhiplexer cir- 
cuitry can be part of a product that also includes signal input 
circuitry on another substrate, such as a printed circuit 
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board. The signal input circuitry can have digital drive signal 
leads for providing digital drive signals to the digital input 
channels of the DAC circuitry. A tape can have lines 
connecting to the digital drive signal leads and lines con- 
necting to the analog input leads of the multiplexer circuitry. 
A single crystal substrate mounted on the tape can have at 
least S analog output leads, as above, with DAC circuitry on 
the substrate receiving digital drive signals and providing 
analog drive signals in response. 

The product can be a display with M scan lines and N data 
lines in the array. For the mth scan line and the nth data line, 
the array can include (mxn)th cell circuitry near the crossing 
region where the nth data line crosses the mth scan line. The 
(mxn)th cell circuitry can control light transmission or 
reflection in response to the signals on the mth scan line and 
the nth data line. 

The technique described above is advantageous because it 
can provide simple multiplexer circuitry on the same sub- 
strate as an active matrix array without the necessity of a 
data scan shift register Instead, the multiplexer circuitry can 
be controlled by external circuitry. If P is great enough to 
allow a settling time of approximately one microsecond, the 
external circuitry can be implemented with a small number 
of conventional fast, single crystal DAC chips intended for 
use with a-Si TFT AMLCDs, reducing external system 
complexity and cost. 

The multiplexer can be connected to the external circuitry 
through a small number of TAB, COG, or flex cable con- 
nections. The small number of connections reduces the risk 
of mechanical failure. 

The technique is also advantageous because the multi- 
plexer can be implemented with poly-Si TFTs or any other 
TFf technology that meets modest performance require- 
ments and thai can also be used to implement the TFTs in the 
active matrix circuitry. Poly-Si TFT AMLCDs are advanta- 
geous in comparison with a-Si TFT AMLCDs because of 
more accurate pixel charging and higher aperture ratios. 
With the conventional single crystal DAC chips described 
above, the TFTs can be smaller because a longer time is 
available for charging so that a lower ON resistance is 
acceptable. The DAC chips can be driven with 5 volt digital 
inputs. 

Because each data line is driven by a small amount of 
circuitry, i.e. one TFT, the data lines can be very dense, 
allowing a very dense array. 

The following description, the drawings, and the claims 
further set forth these and other aspects, objects, features, 
and advantages of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a product that includes array 
circuitry and multiplexer circuitry on a substrate with an 
attached integrated circuit structure that performs digital-lo- 
analog conversion. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram showing compo- 
nents of multiplexer circuitry that can be used in the product 
of claim 1. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of components of a product 
that includes an integrated circuit on a tape with a TAB 
connection to a substrate with array circuitry and multi- 
plexer circuitry. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of components on a TAB tape 
in no, 3. 

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing 
attachments between a TAB tape and substrates in FIG. 3. 
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FIG. 6 is a schematic circuit diagram showing an example 
of circuitry on a substrate in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 7 is a schematic circuit diagram showing another 
example of circuitry on a substrate in FIG. 3. 
5 FIG. 8 is a schematic view showing of components of a 
product that includes an integrated circuit COG mounted on 
a substrate with array circuitry and multiplexer circuitry. 

FIG. 9 is a schematic cross-sectional view showing 
attachments between a single crystal DAC IC and a substrate 
10 in RG. 8. 

FIG. 10 is a bar graph comparing device counts tor the 
implementation of FIGS. 3-6 with several other architec- 
tures. 

FIG. U is a bar graph comparing gate oxide area for the 
15 implementation of FIGS. 3-6 with several other architec- 
tures. 

FIG. 12 is a bar graph comparing driver circuit width tor 
the implementation of FIGS. 3-6 with several other archi- 
tectures. 

2Q FIG. 13 is a bar graph comparing input signal lines for the 
implementation of FIGS. 3-6 with several other architec- 
tures, 

FIG. 14 is a bar graph uimparing ofl'-glass chip counl for 
the implementation of FIGS. 3-6 with several other archi- 
2^ tectures. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
A. Conceptual Framework 

The following conceptual framework is helpful in under- 
standing the broad scope of the invention, and the terms 
30 defined below have the indicated meanings throughout this 
application, including the claims. 

"Circuitry" or a "circuit" is any physical arrangement of 
matter that can respond to a first signal received at one 
location or time by providing a second signal at another 
location or time, where the timing or content of the second 
signal provides information about timing or content ot the 
first signal. Circuitry "transfers" a first signal when it 
receives the first signal at a first location and, in response, 
provides the second signal at a second location. 

Any two components are "connected" when there is a 
combination of circuitry that can transfer .signals from one of 
the components to the other. For example, two components 
are "connected" by any combination of connections between 
them that permits transfer of signals from one of the com- 
ponents to the other. Two components are "electrically 
45 connected" when there is a combination of circuitry that can 
transfer electric signals from one to the other. Two compo- 
nents could be electrically connected even though they are 
not physically connected, such as through a capacitive 
coupling. 

50 A "substrate" is a unit of material that has a surface at 
which circuitry can be formed or mounted, An "insulating 
substrate" is a subsu-ate through which no electric current 
can flow. 

A "single crystal substrate" or "chip" is a substrate that 
55 includes only one crystal of material. 

An "electric circuit" is a circuit within which components 
are electrically connected. An "electric structure" is a physi- 
cal structure that includes one or more electric circuits. 

A "thin-film structure" is an electric structure that is 
60 formed at a surface of an insulating substrate. A thin-film 
structure could be formed, for example, by deposition and 
patterned etching of films on the insulating substrate's 
surface. 

An "integrated circuit" is a circuit formed at a substrate's 
65 surface by batch processes such as deposition, lithography, 
etching, oxidation, difi^usion, implantation, annealing, and so 
forth. 
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An "integrated circuit structure" is a structure that In a 2D array of circuitry, a ceJl's area may include a "eel] 

includes a substrate on a surface of which an integrated electrode." A cell electrode may serve as one electrode of a 

circuit has been formed. capacitor whose other electrode is external to the array. 

An integrated circuit structure is "attached" to another An "image" is a pattern of physical light, 

substrate if there is a physical attachment between the 5 An **image output device" is a device that can provide 

integrated circuit structure and the other substrate. Examples output defining an image. 

of techniques for attaching an integrated circuit structure to A "display" is an image output device that provides 

another substrate include tape-automated-booding (TAB) information in a visible form. 

and direct mounting techniques such as chip-on-glass A "liquid crystal cell" is an enclosure containing a h quid 

(COG). 10 crystal material. 

An integrated circuit structure is attached to a substrate so A "liquid crystal display" or "LCD" is a display thai 

that a component of the structure is "near" a component of includes a hquid crystal cell with a light transmission 

circuitry on the substrate if the attachment is such that the characteristic that can be controlled in parts of the cell by an 

distance between two components is within one or two array of light control units to cause presentation of an image, 

orders of magnitude of their largest outside dimension. 15 An ^'active matrix liquid crystal display" or "AMLCD" is 

A "lead" is a part of a component at which the component a liquid crystal display that includes a Hquid crystal cell and 

is electrically connected to other components. A "line" is a an array of cell circuitry that can cause presentation of an 

simple component that extends between and electrically image by the liquid crystal cell. 

connects two or more leads. A line is "connected between" A component of circuitry performs "multiplexing" if the 

the components or leads it electrically connects. A lead of a 20 component receives N time varying input signals, where N 

component is "connected" to a lead of another component is greater than one, and responds by providing a single time 

when the two leads are electrically connected by a combi- varying output signal that includes parts, each part from one 

nation of leads and lines. In an integrated circuit, leads of of the input signals. Multiplexing can be described as 

two components may also be "connected" by being formed connecting one and only one input at a time to the output, 

as a single lead that is part of both components. 25 Conversely, a component performs "demultiplexing" if the 

Each of a group of leads of a first component of circuitry component receives a single time varying input signal and 

is "paired with and connected to" one of a group of leads of responds by providing N time varying output signals with 

a second component if each lead of the first component is each output signal including parts of the input signal, 

connected to one and only one lead of the second component Demultiplexing can be described as connecting the input to 

and if no lead of the second component is connected to more 30 one and only one output at a time, 

than one lead of the first component. Circuitry that performs multiplexing or demultiplexing is 

The terms "array" and "cell" are related: An "array" is an referred to herein as "multiplexer circuitry" or a "MUX." A 

article of manufacture that includes an arrangement of signal that results from multiplexing or demultiplexing is 

"cells." For example, a "two-dimensional array" or "2D referred to herein as a "multiplexed signal." 

array" includes an arrangement of cells in two dimensions. 35 An "analog signal" is an electric signal whose voltage 

A 2D array of circuitry may include rows and columns, with magnitude provides time varying information across a sub- 

a line for each row and a line for each column. Lines in one stantially continuous range of values, 

direction may be "data lines" through which a cell receives A "digital signal" is an electric signal whose voltage 

or provides signals that determine or indicate its stale. Lines magnitude provides time varying information at discrete 

in the other direction may be "scan lines" through which a 40 values, typically two discrete values referred to as ''high" 

cell receives a signal enabling it to receive signals from or and "low," "ON" and "OFF," or "0" and "1." 

provide signals to its data line. A component of circuitry performs "digilal-to-analog 

In an array of circuitry, "cell circuitry" is circuitry con- conversion" or "D/A conversion" if the component receives 

nected to a cell's scan line and data line. a digital input signal and responds by providing an analog 

A "crossing region" is a region in which two lines cross, 45 output signal that contains time varying information from 

such as a scan line and a data line. the digital input signal. For example, an analog output .signal 

A "channel" is a part of a component through which has "an amplitude that varies with a value indicated by" a 

electric current can flow. A channel is "conductive" when the digital input signal if the analog output signal varies between 

channel is in a stale in which current can flow through it. voltages, each of which has an amplitude proportional to a 

A "channel lead" is a lead that connects to a channel. A 50 value indicated by the digital input .signal, 

channel may. Tor example, extend between two channel Circuitry that performs D/A conversion is referred to 

leads. herein as "digital-to-analog circuitry," "D/A converter," or 

A "transtsior" is a component that has a channel that "DAC circuitry." An integrated circuit that includes DAC 

extends between two channel leads, and that also has a third circuitry is referred to herein as a "DAC IC." 

lead — referred to as a "gate lead" or simply "gate" — such 5S B. General Features 

that the channel can be switched between high impedance FIGS, 1 and 2 show general features of the invention, 

and low impedance by signals that change potential differ- FIG, 1 shows a substrate with array circuitry and muUiplexer 

ence between the gate and one of the channel leads, referred circuitry and with an attached integrated circuit structure, 

to as the "source." The channel lead that is not the source is FIG. 2 shows an example of multiplexer circuitry that can be 

referred to as the "drain." Other components may have leads 60 used in FIG. 1. 

called gates, sources, and drains by analogy to transistors. Product 10 in FIG. 1 includes substrate 12 and R inte- 

A "thin-film iransi.stor" or "TFT" is a transistor that is pan grated circuit (IC) structures 14, where R is one or more. 

of a thin film structure. Each of IC structures 14 is attached to .substrate 12 and 

A "capacitive element" is a component that stores a circuitry on surface 16 of substrate 12 is electrically con- 

voltage level by storing charge. A capacitive element may 65 nected to receive signals from circuitry in IC structures 14. 

include two conductive components, called "electrodes," The circuitry formed on surface 16 of substrate 12 

separated by an insulating layer. includes array circuitry 20, which has N data lines, where N 
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is greater that 32. FIG. 1 illustratively shows nth data line 22, 
to which arc connected M units of cell circuitry 24 through 
26. 

The circuitry formed on surface 16 of substrate 12 also 
includes multiplexer circuitry 30. The N data lines from 5 
array circuitry 20 extend into a multiplexer region of surface 
16 where multiplexer circuitry 30 is formed. Each data line 
has a drive input lead connected lo a drive output lead from 
multiplexer circuitry 30, producing N drive connections 32 
between multiplexer circuitry 30 and array circuitry 20 as 
shown. Each drive output lead can provide multiplexed 
signals to the connected drive input lead. 

Multiplexer circuitry 30 also includes P analog input leads 
34, with Pless than N but not less than 32, and Q multiplexer 
control leads 36, with Q less than N but not less than N/P. 
Analog input leads 34 receive input analog drive signals. 
Multiplexer control leads 36 receive multiplexer control 
signals. Multiplexer circuitry 30 responds to the input ana- 
log drive signals and the multiplexer control signals by 
providing multiplexed signals to drive connections 32, 

IC structures 14 include R single crystal substrates 40 
through 42. As shown, each of substrates 40 through 42 has 
DAC circuitry with at least S analog output leads, where S 
is not less than 32. The DAC circuitry provides, on each 
analog output lead, an analog drive signal with an amplitude 
that varies with a value indicated by a digital drive signal 
received from digital input leads. Together, substrates 40 
through 42 therefore have T analog output leads 44, T^RxS. 
T is not less than P, and each of analog input leads 34 is 
paired with and connected to one of analog output leads 44 
so that substrates 40 through 42 together provide the input 
analog drive signals to multiplexer circuitry 30. 

As shown in FIG. 2, multiplexer circuitry 30 can include 
N transistors, of which transistors 60, 62, 64, and 66 are 
shown. If N=PxO, the N transistors can be grouped into 0 
groups of P transistors each, as shown, with transistors 60 
through 62 being the first group and transistors 64 through 
66 being the Qth group. The gates of all the transistors in 
each group can be connected to one of Q multiplexer control 
leads 36. 

Within each group, each of P analog input leads 34 can be 
connected to a channel lead of one transistor, with transistors 
60 and 64 illustratively connected lo the first analog input 
lead and with transistors 62 and 66 illustratively connected 
to the Pth analog input lead. Each transistor's other channel 
lead is connected to one of the N drive output leads, with 
transistor 60 connected to the first drive output lead, tran- 
sistor 62 to the Pth, transistor 64 to the (N-P+l)lh, and 
transistor 66 to the Nth. 

As a result of these connections, P transistors in each 
group concurrently provide signals from analog input leads 
34 to a group of P drive output leads. Control signals are 
provided in sequence by Q multiplexer control leads 36 so 
that the groups are activated in sequence. 
C. Implementation 

The general features described above could be imple- 
mented in numerous ways in various products. The imple- 
mentations described below include TAB and COG 
connections, and are suitable for AMLCDs, In general, the 
implementations described below make use of mounting 
techniques described in Lewis, A. G., and Turner, W., 
''Driver Circuits for AMLCDs," Conference Record of the 
1994 International Display Research Conference and Inter- 
national Workshops on Active-Matrix LCDs & Display 
Materials, Monterey, Calif., Oct. 10-13, 1994, pp. 56-64, 
incorporated herein by reference. 
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C.l. TAB Implementation 

FIGS. 3-7 show features of TAB implementations of the 
invention. FIG. 3 shows general components of a TAB 
implementation in which an integrated circuit structure 
includes a tape on which a single crystal digilal-to-analog 
converter (DAC) integrated circuit (IC) is mounted. FIG. 4 
shows a single crystal DAC IC mounted on a tape in the 
implementation of FIG. 3. FIG. 5 shows a cross section of 
the connections between the tape and leads on substrates in 
the implementation of FIG. 3. FIG. 6 shows one example of 
circuitry on a substrate in the implementation of FIG. 3. FIG. 
7 shows another example of circuitry on a substrate in the 
implementation of FIG. 3. 

Product 80 in FIG. 3 includes substrate 82 with array 
circuitry 84 and multiplexer circuitry 86 on its surface as in 
15 FIG. 1. 

Product 80 also includes TAB tape 90 attached to sub- 
strate 82 and to printed circuit board 84. Printed circuit 
board 84 has signal input circuitry 94 on its surface and 
single crystal DAC IC 96 is mounted on TAB tape 90. IC 96 
20 can be a commercially available DAC IC, such as a "Peanut" 
IC from Cirrus Logic Inc., Fremont, Calif., part number 
CL-FP6512 with three 6-bit digital input channels and 192 
analog outputs or part number CL-FP6522 with three 6-bit 
digital input channels and 201 analog outputs. IC 96 could 
25 alternatively be a commercially available DAC IC from 
Vivid Inc., Santa Clara, Calif., or any other suitable DAC IC. 

Product 80 also includes connector 100 attached to 
printed circuit board 92 and to driver board 102. Connector 
100 could be a flex connector, a ribbon cable, or any other 
30 suitable mu Hi -conductor connector. 

Driver board 102 has driver circuitry 104 on its surface. 
Driver circuitry 104 can receive digital display control 
signals from a host machine and can respond by providing 
the digital drive signals to signal input circuitry 94 through 
35 connector 100. Driver board 102 can be a conventional 
video driver card with a number of video output lines 
appropriate for IC 96; in some implementations, driver 
circuitry 104 could simply include lines connecting signals 
from the host machine directly to connector 100. 
40 TAB tape 90 connects multiplexer circuitry 86 to signal 
input circuitry 94, which can be conventional circuitry thai 
includes driver circuitry as appropriate based on manufac- 
turer specifications for IC 96 and that also includes control 
signal circuitry for multiplexer circuitry 86. Id some 
45 implementations, signal input circuitry 94 can simply 
includes lines that provide electrical connections between 
connector 100 and tape 90; in others, signal input circuitry 
94 can include a shift register or other appropriate circuitry. 
Signal input circuitry 94 can have digital drive signal leads 
50 (not shown) for providing digital drive signals to the DAC 
circuitry. Signal input circuitry 94 can also have data control 
leads (not shown) for providing control signals to data driver 
circuitry, as well as DAC control leads (not shown) for 
providing control signals to IC 96 and scan control leads (not 
55 shown) for providing scan control signals to scan drivers on 
substrate 82. 

TAB tape 90 can be implemented with a sample tape from 
the manufacturer of IC 96. Sample tapes typically accom- 
modate one IC per tape, and can be cut off at one of a number 
60 of lines to obtain leads with an appropriate pitch. Sample 
tapes typically have some dummy lines in addition to the 
input and output lines for the IC, but if a sample tape does 
not have enough dummy Hues, a suitable connector such as 
a flex connector could be used to provide the additional 
65 lines. 

FIG. 4 shows lines in TAB tape 90, assuming it is a 
sample with enough dummy lines or has been custom 
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designed to have dummy lines as required. As shown in FIG. control leads 184, with Q less than N but not less than N/P. 

4, TAB tape 90 can include input lines 120 for connecting to Each of leads 182 and 184 is at the edge of substrate 82 for 

the digital drive signal leads and output lines 122 for connection to TAB tape 90. Control leads 184 receive 

connecting to analog input leads on substrate 82. Input lines control signals from circuitry external to substrate 82. The 

120 can transfer the digital drive signak from signal input 5 external circuitry can include conventional shift registers 

circuitry 94 to IC 96. In response to the digital drive signals and buffers (not shown) on printed circuit board 92 that 

and to DAC control signals provided on lines 124 on TAB receive signals from driver circuitry 104 and. in response, 

tape 90, IC 96 provides analog drive signals to output lines provide Q control signals in parallel. Therefore, lines 126 in 

122. Output lines 122 in turn transfer the analog drive FIG. 4 can include Q lines for transferring Q control signals 

.signals to substrate 82. lO in parallel. 

FIG. 4 also shows how TAB tape 90 can include dummy Analog input leads 182 receive input analog drive signals, 

hnes 126 for connecting data control leads of signal input Q control leads 184 receive multiplexer control signals, 

circuitry 94 to data control leads on substrate 82. Similarly, Multiplexer circuitry 162 responds to the input analog drive 

FIG. 4 shows how TAB tape 90 can include dummy lines signals and the multiplexer control signals by providing the 

128 for connecting the scan control signal leads of signal 15 multiplexed data drive signals to data connections 180. 

input circuitry 94 to scan control leads on substrate 82. Multiplexer circuitry 162 can be implemented as shown in 

Rather than providing dummy lines on TAB tape 90, a FIG. 2 or with other appropriate circuitry. The implemen- 

separate connector such as a flex connector could deliver tation in FIG. 2 is especially elegant: It allows a very high 

multiplexer and scan control signals from driver circuitry packing density because each data line has only one drive 

124 directly to leads on substrate 82. 20 TFT; it is simple to implement and manufacture, especially 

FIG. 5 shows how TAB tape 90 can be attached to because it can be implemented solely with NMOS devices, 

substrate 82 and to printed circuit board 92. An attachment avoiding the additional implants and masking operations 

to printed circuit board 92 can be formed by a soldered necessary to manufacture CMOS devices, 

connection, schematically illustrated by solder layer 140 The M scan lines from array circuitry 160 extend into a 

connecting a line on TAB tape 90 to a lead on printed circuit 25 scan driver region where scan driver circuitry 164 is formed, 

board 92. An attachment to substrate 82 can be formed by an Each scan line has a scan input lead connected to a scan 

adhesive, schematically illustrated by adhesive layer 142 output lead from scan driver circuitry 164. Scan driver 

connecting a line on TAB tape 90 to a lead on substrate 82. circuitry 164 provides scan signals in response Lu scan 

To prevent lateral conduction between lines and leads, control signals received through scan control leads 190, also 

adhesive layer 142 can be an anisotropic conductive adhe- 30 on the edge of substrate 82 for connection to TAB tape 90. 

sive such as a mixed thermal set/thermo plastic adhesive Scan driver circuitry 164 can be conventional, 

containing conductive spheres of 5-10 /an diameter. Con- FIG. 7 shows another example of circuitry that could be 

ventional techniques such as aUgnment targets can be used integrated on substrate 82. If integration technology permits 

to achieve alignment between pads on substrate 82 and lines its implementation, the circuitry in FIG. 7 could be advan- 

on TAB tape 90. 35 tageous because it can reduce the number of data control 

FIG. 6 shows one example of circuitry on substrate 82 that lines 126 that are required on TAB tape 90. 

could be used with TAB tape 90 as in FIGS. 3-5. The Data control leads 210 in FIG. 7 include only those lines 

circuitry includes array circuitry 160, multiplexer circuitry necessary to control shift register circuitry 212, which can be 

162, and scan driver circuitry 164. conventional circuitry implemented as appropriate for the 

Array circuitry 160 can be conventional circuitry with M 40 integration technology employed to implement other cir- 

scan hnes and N data lines, with circuitry near crossing cuitry on substrate 82, such as poly-Si TFT technology. For 

region 170 of the mth scan line and nth data line being example, data control leads 210 could include VDD, VSS, 

shown in more detail. The scan lines and data lines can be Clock, Reset, and Enable lines, all of which could be 

perpendicular, so that array circuitry 160 defines a two- provided through data control lines 126 on TAB tape 90 and 

dimensional aaay. As shown, (mxn)th cell circuitry 172 is 45 through appropriate lines on printed circuit board 92 and in 

connected to receive signals from the mth scan line and the flex connector 100 from driver circuitry 104. Shift register 

nth data line. Additional details about how array circuitry circuitry 212 must provide output signals that can drive 

160 could be implemented can be found in related U.S. multiplexer control lines. For this purpose, shift register 

patent application, Sen No. 08/235,011, entitled "Thin-Film circuitry 212 could include an appropriate buffer, or a shift 

Structure with Dense Array of Binary Control Units for 50 register with stages that include big TFTs. 

Presenting Images", Ser. No. 08/368,123 entitled "Array In response to the data control signals, shift register 

with Metal Scan Lines Controlling Semiconductor Gale circuitry 212 provides Q multiplexer control signals. As in 

Lines"; U.S. Pat. No. 5,557,534 entitled "Forming Anray FIG. 6, multiplexer circuitry 214 has Q multiplexer control 

with Metal Scan Lines to Control Semiconductor Gale leads 216 and also receives analog drive signals from P 

Lines**; and U.S. Pat. No. 5,608,557 entitled "Circuitry with 55 analog input leads 218. The remainder of the circuitry on 

Gate Line Crossing Semiconductor Line at TWo or More substrate 82 can therefore be the same as in FIG. 6. 

Channels", all incorporated herein by reference. C.2. COG Implementation 

The N data lines from array circuitry 160 extend into a FIGS. 8 and 9 show features of a COG implementations 

multiplexer region where multiplexer circuitry 162 is of the invention. FIG. 8 shows general components of a 

formed. Each data line has a data input lead connected to a 60 COG implementation in which a single crystal DAC IC is 

data output lead from multiplexer circuitry 162. FIG. 6 directly mounted on a substrate that includes array circuitry 

shows N data connections 180, in which each connection and multiplexer circuitry. FIG. 9 shows a cross section of the 

can include a data input lead and its connected data output connections between the DAC IC and the substrate in the 

lead. Each data output lead can provide multiplexed data implementation of FIG. 8. 

drive signals to the connected data input lead. 65 Product 250 in FIG. 8 includes substrate 252 to which 

Multiplexer circuitry 162 also includes P analog input connector 254, such as a flex connector, a ribbon cable, or 

leads 182, with P greater than one and less than N, and Q other suitable connector, is connected using conventional 
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gluing techniques. Connector 254 provides signals similar to 
those provided by driver circuitry 104 in FIG. 3. 

Single crystal DAC IC 260, which can be implemented as 
in FIGS. 3 and 4, is mounted on substrate 252 using COG 
techniques, as described below. IC 260 receives DAC con- 5 
trol signals through DAC control leads 262 and digital drive 
signals through digital input leads 264. In response, IC 260 
provides P analog drive signals through analog input leads 
266. 

Shift register ciraiitry 270, which can be implemented as 
in FIG. 8, receives data control signals through data control 
leads 272. In response, shift register circuitry 270 provides 
Q multiplexer control signals through multiplexer control 
leads 274. 

Multiplexer circuitry 280, which can be implemented as 
in FIG, 2, receives P analog drive signals from leads 266 and 
Q multiplexer control signals from leads 274, In response, 
multiplexer circuitry 280 provides N data drive signals 
through leads 282. 

Scan driver circuitry 284, which can be conventional 
circuitry, receives scan control signals from scan control 20 
leads 286. Scan driver circuitry 284 responds by providing 
M scan drive signals through leads 288. 

Array circuitry 290, which can be implemented as in FIG. 
6, receives M scan drive signals from leads 288 and N data 
drive signals from leads 282. In response, array circuitry 290 25 
presents an image. 

FIG. 9 shows how IC 260 can be attached to substrate 
252. A flip chip on glass (FCOG) attachment to substrate 252 
can be Fomied by an adhesive, schematically illustrated by 
adhesive layer 300 connecting pads 302 on IC 260 to pads 30 
304 on substrate 252. Pads 302 could be taller gold bumps 
and pads 304 shorter gold bumps, and adhesive layer 300 
could include ultraviolet cured epoxy. Or pads 302 could be 
short gold bumps and pads 304 ITO, and adhesive layer 300 
could be an anisotropic conductive adhesive that prevents 35 
lateral conduction as described above in relation to FIG. 5. 
Wirebonding COG techniques could also be used, 
C.3. Results 

The techniques described above have been successfully 
simulated. The simulation resembled the implementation 40 
shown in FIGS. 3-6, but differed from that implementation 
by attaching TAB tape 90 to an additional printed circuit 
board in place of substrate 52, and by then connecting the 
additional printed circuit board through a ribbon cable glued 
to substrate 52 to obtain an electrically equivalent circuit. 45 
The circuitry on substrate 52 included a 512 by 512 pixel 
array and required 64 analog input signals and eight scan 
control signals, which were provided through an additional 
flex connector. 

In addition, the techniques described above have been 50 
compared with other available architectures, as shown in 
FIGS. 10-14. Each figure compares the architecture in 
FIGS. 3-6 (**Prop arch") with several alternatives, such as a 
wide multiplexer ("Wide MUX"), a ramp DAC architecture 
("Ramp DAC"), and a switched capacitor DAC architecture 55 
("SC DAC"). In addition, FIG. 14 also compares a lOV 
swing driver chip ("Prop arch (HV)") with the 5V swing 
driver chip used in Prop arch. 

FIG. 10 compares the data driver device counts for each 
data line for 6- and 8-bit precision drivers. The Ramp DAC 60 
and SC DAC architectures have high TFT counts. This 
comparison is misleading, however, unless the different 
areas occupied by different devices are considered: A TFT in 
an analog amplifier is typically large compared with a TFT 
in a digital circuit, and capacitors can be even larger. 65 

FIG. 11 therefore compares the total gate oxide areas 
required for the different architectures. In FIG. 11, the 



greater digital content of the Ramp DAC architecture is 
advantageous over SC DAC. The MUX architecture, 
however, remains more attractive. 

FIG. 12 extends the comparison by considering the total 
width of the circuits based on trial layouts and assuming a 
pixel pitch of 50//m- The smallest width is achieved with the 
narrow MUX of Prop arch because the pass gates are smaller 
than those required with the wide MUX and there is no data 
scan shift register. 

FIG. 13 compares another aspect of the architectures, the 
input bus width. This aspect is increasingly significant as 
display pixel count increases. Estimates arc shown for 
monochrome displays with 640x480, 1280x1024, and 
2560x2408 pixels. The 2560x2408 pixel size could also be 
implemented as a full color quad green display, with 1280x 
1024 color pixels. 

As shown in FIG. 13, the wide MUX architecture has the 
fewest input lines, although most lines arc analtig, each 
requiring a DAC circuit to drive it. As the display increases 
in pixel count, the speed limitation of the integrated TFT 
pass gates means more analog lines are required, reducing 
the bus width advantage of the wide MUX. The narrow 
MUX of Prop arch requires a comparable number of lines as 
Ramp DAC and SC DAC at low pixel counts, but scales 
much better to larger pixel counts. The number of 5 V digital 
input lines increases somewhat, but can be kept reasonable 
low due to the high digital speed available with the single 
crystal DAC IC. Both Ramp DAC and SC DAC require 
wide, high voltage digital input buses due to lower clock 
rates for polysilicon input registers. 

Finally, FIG. 14 compares off-glass chip count. At the low 
pixel count, the architectures are about the same in this 
comparison. As pixel count increases, the narrow MUX of 
Prop arch emerges as the best choice. The version labeled 
"Prop arch" assumes a DAC IC with 5V output voltage 
swing, while the version labeled "Prop Arch (HV) assumes 
a DAC IC with lOV output voltage swing. Either type of 
DAC IC is commercially available in suitable packages. 
D.5. Variations 

The implementations described above provide thin film 
circuitry on an insulating substrate. The invention could be 
implemented with other types of circuitry on other types of 
substrates. 

The implementations described above include array cir- 
cuitry and multiplexer circuitry having polysihcon I Ms, but 
the array circuitry and multiplexer circuitry could include 
other types of switching elements with channels formed of 
other materials. 

The implementations described above include glass 
substrates, but other substrates could be used, such as quartz. 

The implementations described above use commercially 
available DAC ICs, but the invention could also be imple- 
mented with custom DAC ICs. Furthermore, each DAC IC 
could have any appropriate design. For example, each DAC 
IC could include, for each analog output, a DAC circuit that 
performs D/A conversion for that output, or each DAC IC 
could include only one DAC circuit together with multi- 
plexers and demultiplexers so that the DAC circuit performs 
D/A conversion for all the analog outputs. 

The implementations described above use a single DAC 
IC, but the invention could be implemented with two or 
more DAC ICs, which might be necessary for larger arrays, 
for example. 

The implementations described above use TAB and COG 
techniques to attach an integrated circuit structure to a 
substrate. The invention could be implemented with other 
attachment techniques. 
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The implementations described above employ simple 
multiplexer circuitry, as shown in FIG. 2. The invention 
could be implemented with any other appropriate multi- 
plexer circuitry. 

The implementations described above employ array cir- 5 
cuitry with certain features, but the invention could be 
implemented with any other appropriate array circuitry. For 
example, the simulation described above used a512by512 
pixel array, but other array sizes could be used. 

A 1280x1024 monochrome display with 160 analog drive 
signals and 8 scan control signals has been designed using 
the techniques described above in relation to FIGS. 3-6, and 
is currently in fabrication. At this pixel count, a single DAC 
IC is adequate to achieve a 72 Hz frame rate, and the 
structure could be as shown in FIG. 3. 

A 2560x2048 dLsplay has also been designed. At this pixel 
count, two or four DAC ICs are required to achieve an 
acceptable frame rate due to limited input bandwidth. 
Because of the larger size of the display, however, the 
substrate has sufficient room to accommodate the additional 
TAB connections required using conventional bonding tech- 
niques and pad pilches. 

D. Applications 

The invention could be applied in many ways, including 
arrays for a wide variety of displays and light valves. ^ 

E. Miscellaneous 

Although the invention has been described in relation to 
various implementations, together with modifications, 
variations, and extensions thereof, other implementations, 
modifications, variations, and extensions are within the 
scope of the invention. The invention is therefore not limited 
by the description contained herein or by the drawings, but 
only by the claims. 

What is claimed: 

1. A product comprising: 

a first substrate with a surface at which circuitry can be 
formed; and 

array circuitry formed at the surface of the first substrate, 
the array circuitry comprising: 

a set of N data lines, where N is an integer greater than 40 
32; each of the N data lines extending across the 
surface of the first substrate; each of the N data lines 
having a drive input lead in a multiplexer region of 
the surface of the first substrate; and 
for each of the N data lines, M units of cell circuitry, 45 
each connected for receiving signals from the data 
line, where M is an integer greater than zero; 
multiplexer circuitry formed in the multiplexer region of 
the surface of the first substrate; the multiplexer cir- 
cuitry being connected to the drive input lead of each 50 
of the N data lines; the multiplexer circuitry compris- 
ing: 

for each of the N data lines, a drive output lead 
connected for providing multiplexed signals to the 
data line's drive input lead; 55 

P analog input leads for receiving input analog drive 
signals, where P is an integer less than N but not less 
than 32; and 

Q multiplexer control leads for receiving multiplexer 

control signals, where Q is an integer not less than 60 

N/P and less than N; 
the multiplexer circuitry responding to the input analog 

drive signals and the multiplexer control signals by 

providing the multiplexed signals; and 
one or more integrated circuit structures attached to the 65 
first substrate; the integrated circuit structures together 
comprising: 
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R single crystal substrates, where R is an integer greater 
than zero; each single crystal substrate having a 
surface at which circuitry can be formed; and 

at the surface of each of the R single crystal substrates, 
digital-to-analog circuitry; the digital-lo-analng cir- 
cuitry on each substrate's surface having digital 
input leads and at least S analog output leads, where 
S is an integer not less than 32; the digital-lo-analog 
circuitry providing, on each analog output lead, an 
analog drive signal with an amplitude that varies 
with a value indicated by a digital drive signal 
received from the digital input leads; the R single 
crystal substrates together having T analog output 
leads, where T is an integer not less than P; each of 
the P analog input leads of the multiplexer circuitry 
being paired with and connected to one of the T 
analog output leads so that the R single crystal 
substrates together provide the input analog drive 
signals. 

2. The product of claim 1 in which each integrated circuit 
structure is attached to the first substrate so that each of the 
R single crystal substrates is near the multiplexer circuitry. 

3. The product of claim 2 in which each integrated circuit 
structure further comprises: 

a tape attached to the first substrate; the tape including 
lines for connecting to a subset of the P analog input 
leads; 

one of the R single crystal substrates mounted on the tape. 

4. The product of claim 3, further comprising: 

a printed circuit board with a surface at which circuitry 
can be formed; 

signal input circuitry formed at the surface of the printed 
circuit board; the signal input circuitry including digital 
drive signal leads for providing digital drive signals; 
the tape further being connected to the signal input 
circuitry so that lines of the tape provide the digital 
drive signals to the digital input leads of the R single 
crystal substrate. 

5. The product of claim 2 in which the multiplexer 
circuitry further comprises: 

P pads on the first substrate; the P pads being connected 

to the P analog input leads; 
each of the R single crystal substrates being mounted on 

a subset of the P pads; the R single crystal substrates 

together providing input analog drive signals to the P 

analog input leads through the P pads. 

6. The product of claim 1 in which the array circuitry 
further comprises: 

a set of M scan lines; each of the scan lines extending 
approximately in a first direction across the surface of 
the first substrate; 

each of the N data lines extending approximately in a 
second direction across the surface of the first substrate; 
the second direction being different than the first direc- 
tion so that each of the N data lines crosses each of the 
M scan lines in a crossing region; 

the M units of cell circuitry for each of the N data lines 
being positioned such that, for each combination of an 
mth one of the M scan lines and an nth one of the N data 
Hnes, an (mxn)th unit of cell circuitry is near the 
crossing region where the nth data hne crosses the mth 
scan line; the (mxn)th unit of cell circuitry being 
connected for receiving signals from the mth scan line 
and the nth data line; the cell circuitry controlling light 
transmission or reflection in response to the signals 
from the mth scan line and the nth data line. 
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7. The product of claiin 1 in which the multiplexer 
circuitry comprises thin film transistors. 

8. The product of claim 7 in which the thin film transistors 
comprise polysilicon channels. 

9. The produci of claim 8 in which each of the M units of 5 
cell circuitry comprises a thin film transistor; the thin film 
transistor comprising a polysilicon channel. 

10. A product comprising: 

a first substrate with a surface at which circuitry can be 
formed; and 

array circuitry formed at the surface of the first substrate, 
the array circuitry comprising: 

a set of N data lines, where N is an integer greater than 
32; each of the N data lines extending across the 
surface of the first substrate; each of the N data lines 
having a drive input lead in a multiplexer region of 
the surface of the first substrate; and for each of the 
N data lines, M units of cell circuitry, each connected 
for receiving signals from the data line, where M is 
an integer greater than zero; 
multiplexer circuitry formed in the multiplexer region of 
the surface oF the first substrate; the multiplexer cir- 
cuitry being connected to the drive input lead of each 
of the N data lines; the multiplexer circuitry compris- 
ing: 

for each of the N data lines, a drive output lead 

contiected for providing multiplexed signals to the 

data line's drive input lead; 
P analog input leads for receiving input analog drive 

signals, where P is an integer less than N but not less 

than 32; and 

Q multiplexer control leads for receiving multiplexer 

control signals, where Q is an integer not less than 

N/P and less than N; 
the multiplexer circuitry responding to the input analog 

drive signals and the multiplexer control signals by 

providing the multiplexed signals; 
a second substrate with a surface at which circuitry can be 
formed; signal input circuitry formed at the surface of 
the second substrate; the signal input circuitry includ- 
ing digital drive signal leads for providing digital drive 
signals; 

R integrated circuit structures attached to the first sub- 
strate and to the second substrate, where R is an integer 45 
greater than zero; each integrated circuit structure com- 
prising: 

a tape connected to the signal input circuitry on the 
second substrate and to the multiplexer circuitry on 
the first substrate; the tape including input lines for 50 
connecting to the digital drive signal leads and 
output lines for connecting to a subset of the P analog 
input leads; 

a single crystal substrate mounted on the tape; the 
single crystal substrate having a surface at which 55 
circuitry can be formed; and 

at the surface of the single crystal substrate, digital-to- 
analog circuitry; the digital-to-analog circuitry hav- 
ing digital input leads and at least S analog output 
leads, where S is an integer not less than 32; the 50 
digital-to-analog circuitry providing, on each analog 
output lead, an analog drive signal with an amplitude 
that varies with a value indicated by a digital drive 
signal received from the digital input leads; 
the R integrated circuit structures together having T 65 

analog output leads, where T is an integer not less than 

P; each of the digital drive signal leads of the signal 



input circuitry being paired with and connected to one 
of the digital input leads through an input fine and each 
of the P analog input leads of the multiplexer circuitry 
being paired with and connected to one of the T analog 
output leads through an output line so that the single 
crystal substrates of the R integrated circuit structures 
together receive the digital drive signals and provide 
the input analog drive signals. 

11. The product of claim 10 in which the second substrate 
is a printed circuit board. 

12, A display comprising: 

a first substrate with a surface at which circuitry can be 
formed; and 

array circuitry formed at the surface of the first substrate, 

the array circuitry comprising: 

a set of M scan lines, where M is an integer greater than 
one; each of the scan lines extending approximately 
in a first direction across the surface of the substrate; 

a set of N data lines, where N is an integer greater than 
32; each of the N data lines extending approximately 
in a second direction across the surface of the first 
substrate; the second direction being different than 
the first direction so that each of the N data lines 
crosses each of the M scan lines in a crossing region; 
each of the N data lines having a drive input lead in 
a multiplexer region of the surface of the first sub- 
strate; and 

for each combination of an mth one of the M scan lines 
and an nth one of the N data lines, (mxn)th cell 
circuitry near the crossing region where the nth datii 
line crosses the mth scan line; the (mxn)th cell 
circuitry being connected for receiving signals from 
the mth scan line and the nth data line; the mth and 
(m+l)th ones of the scan lines and the nth and 
(n+l)th ones of the data lines bounding a cell area; 
the (mxn)th cell circuitry comprising a cell electrode 
in the cell area; the cell electrode being connected to 
the nth data line; the cell electrode being light 
transmissivc; 

multiplexer circuitry formed in the multiplexer region of 
the surface of the first substrate; the multiplexer cir- 
cuitry being connected to the drive input lead of each 
of the N data lines; the multiplexer circuitry compris- 
ing: 

for each of the N data lines, a drive output lead 

connected for providing muhiplexed signals to the 

data linens drive input lead; 
P analog input leads for receiving input analog drive 

signals, where P is an integer less than N but not less 

than 32; and 

Q multiplexer control leads for receiving multiplexer 
control signals, where Q is an integer not less than 
N/P and less than N; 

the multiplexer circuitry responding to the input analog 
drive signals and the multiplexer control signals by 
providing the multiplexed signals; 
R integrated circuit structures attached to the first 

substrate, where R is an integer greater than zero; each 

integrated circuit structure comprising: 

a tape connected to the multiplexer circuitry on the first 
substrate; the tape including output fines for con- 
necting to a subset of the P analog input leads; 

a single crystal substrate mounted on the tape; the 
single crystal substrate having a surface at which 
circuitry can be formed; and 

at the surface of the single crystal substrate, digital-to- 
analog circuitry; the digital-to-analog circuitry hav- 



10/07/2002, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



< > 

us 6,281,: 

19 

ing digital input leads and at least S analog output 
leads, where S is aa integer not less than 32; the 
digital-to-analog circuitry providing, on each analog 
output lead, an analog drive signal with an amplitude 
that varies with a value indicated by a digital drive 5 
signal received from Ihe digital input leads; 
the R integrated circuit structures together having T 
analog output leads, where T Is an integer not less than 
P; each of the P analog input leads of the multiplexer 
circuitry being paired with and connected to one of the 
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T analog output leads through an output line so that the 
single crystal substrates of the R integrated circuit 
structures together provide the input analog drive sig- 
nals; and 

a liquid crystal material positioned along the cell elec- 
trode so that signals on the mth scan line and the nth 
data line control transmissivity of the liquid crystal 
material. 

***** 
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